JACK WITHRINGTON
Ashburton. Mr Clark made some resistance, so that in the
scuffle Withrington's mask fell off and discovered his face,
which Mr Clark knowing, he called him by his name, and said
he hoped he would not rob an old acquaintance. " Indeed
I shall, sir," quoth Withrington, "for you get your money
much easier than I do, who am forced to venture my life
for a maintenance; you have so much a year for eating,
drinking and entertaining your lady with scandal and
nonsense. What I shall take from you will do you little
harm; it is only putting a higher price upon half-a-score
reputations, which you know how to do as well as any
coxcomb in England. Ladies never let such faithful servants
go unrewarded, nor will yours suffer your loss to fall on
yourself." He got about eight guineas out of this gentle-
man's pocket, and for old acquaintance sake bade him
" Good-b'w'ye " very heartily.
Withrington's robberies in less than a year and a half
were talked of almost all over the kingdom. But alas! he
met with a diversion, common to mankind, that draws even
the most stupid into the rank of polite persons. The poor
man was in love; and with whom but a rich widow inn-
keeper in Bristol 1 Farewell to the highway : Withrington has
another scent to pursue. No more robberies to be thought
of from a man who was himself robbed of his heart! He
employed an old bawd in the affair, who was intimately
acquainted with our hostess, and by this flesh-broker's
mediation things had like to have come to an issue, and
Jack to have been master of the Swan Inn. In short, there
was nothing prevented it but the accidental coming of a
certain gentleman, who knew our highwayman, and informed
his mistress what he was. The effects of this discovery were
Jack's being kicked out of doors by the ostler and chamber-
lain, and the commitment of madam the negotiatress to
Bridewell, in order to mill Dolly.
After his return to the highway he and one of his com-
panions met with Mr Thompson, a noted tailor, in a part
of Hertfordshire that was convenient for robbing. They
took from him about thirty pounds in silver, and then,
61